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You’ll recognise the familiar branding and logo in the image below but is it of real product or counterfeit?  If you want to 
know the answer mail SAMmedia@SAMpartners.com 
 

                
 
Whilst few businesses set out to deliberately defraud software vendors, many organisations are now unwitting victims of this 
crime. There has been a number of high profile arrests and seizures made in the US and UK recently.  Counterfeit 
software with a value of up to $90 million (most of it copies of Microsoft products) has been discovered and destroyed. 
 
Unfortunately, the counterfeit manufacturers’ products are becoming harder to detect by even the most seasoned IT 
professional and the proliferation of web sites offering cheap copies of leading software ‘due to overstocking’ along with 
careful pricing in Tender replies have opened up new routes to market for these criminal organisations.  
 
Companies wishing to save money on what is viewed as a commodity product will shop around until they get the best price, 
even if it means buying from unknown sources and striking an apparently attractive deal.  What arrives however could well 
be a high quality duplicate of the manufacturer’s original product and once it is deployed the company in question is in 
breach of copyright laws! 
 
The SAMmedia© service is designed to help our customers ensure that the products they have purchased are original and 
therefore legal. This is a vital step in implementing a comprehensive software asset management infrastructure. Our anti-
counterfeit team has many years’ experience in this highly specialised and increasingly difficult field.  They are able to 
detect counterfeit products, support our customers in resolving the situation and take appropriate steps to avoid being a 
victim of this growing crime in the future.  


